Trial-to-trial variability of single potentials: methodological concepts and results.
Variability of single visual evoked potentials was investigated by means of three statistical tests sensitive to amplitude variations, gradual changes, and latency jitter, respectively. In a sample of (n = 78) normal children, a considerable number of inhomogeneous responders was found, and most prominent were gradual potential changes and latency jitter. Removal of latency jitter demonstrated that the gradual changes are not of latency type and only partly of the amplitude type. As found from empirical densities, there is strong indication that there were subpopulations differing in their response style. On the whole, however, it was concluded that there was no clear, interindividually stable type of response variation in these data.